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Legislative Counril

Thursday, the 18th August, 1977

The PRESIDENT ‘(the Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 2.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

SECURITIES [INDUSTRY (RELEASE OF
SURETIES) BILL
Second Reading

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West—Lcader of the House) [2.49 p.m.]: |
move—

That the Bill be now rcad a second time.

The Securities Industry Act 1970, was repealed
on the Ist March last year and replaced by the
Securities Industry Act, 1975,

Under section 18 of the repealed Act, the
Registrar of Companies, as he was then called,
was prohibited from pgranting or renewing a
dealer’s licence unless the applicant furnished a
‘bond in favour of Her Majesty the Queen for an
amount of $10 000.

The registrar is now, of ‘course, the
Commissioner for Corperate Affairs. Such bonds
were required to be cntercd into by “approved
sureties,” such as an insurance company.

Before the old Act was repealed, the practice
arose of some bondsmen or “sureties™ refusing to
act as such, or 10 execute the required bond,
unless assets were deposited by the dealer
concerned with the surety, sufficient to cover any
liability that the surety might be called upon to
meet under the bond.

Generally speaking, any stipulation made by a
surety for the lodgement of assets in this fashion
was met by the dealer concerned depositing with
the surety the sum of $10 000 in cash.

In some instances, in other States, the assets
lodged wefe shares or debentures having a value
in excess of $10 000, However, it is not known
whether assets other than cash were so deposited
in this Siate.

In this State, the existence of this practice did
not come to the Government's attention until
after the repeal of the old Act. Because of this,
and becausc neither the repealed Act nor the
transitional provisions of the .present  Act
contained any provision for the rcturn of money
or other assets so dcposited, the legislation
contains no provision under which a dealer who is
no longer requircd to hold such a bond — or a
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person who was formerly licensed as a dealer but
is no longer so licensed — can obtain from the
surety concerned the return of such moncys or
other assets.

The purpose of the Bill now before the House is
to rectify this situation by —

Providing for such sureties to advertise all
claims, at the request of the dealer or former
dealer concerned;

by providing for the discharge of the bond
and the release of the surety if no claéims are
received within a period specified in such
advertisement; and

by requiring the surety to return to the
licensec or former licensee concerned any
assets lodged by him with the surety, once
the surety is released from further liability in
respect of a bond.

The Bill now before the House defines certain
terms uscd clscwhere in the Bill.

A “dealer” is defined as a person or body
corporate licensed under the repealed Act.

A “surety” is defined as an insurance company
or othier person or body corporate approved as a
surety for the purposes of section [8 of the
repealed Act — which is the scction under which
such bonds were furnished.

Provision is also made for a surety, at his own
option, or requires him, il the dealer concerned
requests him to do so, to take certain steps to
advertise for claims and apply for discharge of the
bond.

It empowers or requires the surcty to advertise
for claims in the manner prescribed under the Bill
and for the surcty to apply to the Commissioner
for Corporate Affairs for the discharge of the
bond in question, on the expiry of a period of
natice to be specificd in any such advertisement.

In addition there is awthority or requir¢ment
for the surety to return to the dealer concerned
the whole of the moncys or other assets which
have been deposited with or which are held by the
surety to cover any potential liability he may have
under the bond in question, or such proportion of
such moneys or asscts as the Commissioner for
Corporate Affairs may direct i the bond is being
only partially discharged.

The form of the advertisement is sct out in a
schedule to the Bill, or in such other form as the
Commissioner for Corporate Affairs may have
authorised and also requires the advertisement to
be published in the public notices column of a
newspaper circulating generally in the State.

There will be: a requirciment that the
adverfiscment gives not less than thrce months
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nor more than six months’ notice calling for
claims to be made under the Bill.

Upon the expiry of Lhe period of notice
required, the surety or the dealer concerned may
apply for the discharge of the bond and the
release of the surety.

The Bill only covers the situation where no
claims are made in response to any such
advertisement, and empowers the Commissioner
for Corporate Affairs on being satisficd that no
such claims have bcen received and that there are
no outstanding liabilities of the dealer in respect
of the business to which the bond relates to
discharge the bond and release the surety.

Provision is made for cases in which claims are
made and contains provisions for the partial
discharge of the bond and partial release of the
surety.

If the claims received give rise to a liability less
than the amount of cash or other asscts deposited
by the dealer with the surety, then the
Commissioner for Corporate Affairs may give
directions as to the manner in which the bond is
to be dealt with.

The directions concerned may include
directions as to a variation ol the bond; the return
of the whole or any part of the moneys or other
assets held by the surety in respect of the bond;
the reference of matters in dispute Lo any court or
to arbitration; or may include directions for the
complete or partial release of the surety,

It is proposed thal where a bond is discharged
wholly or in part by the Commissioner’ lor
Corporate Affairs under the provisions of the Bill,
the surety is protected from any further
obligations undcr the bond insofar as the bond has
been discharged and requiring the surety to
deliver up, rcfund or otherwise rcturn to the
dealer in question either the whole of the moneys
or asseis deposited by the dealer with the surety,
in the case of a 1otal discharge or, in the case of a
partial discharge, such proportion of such moneys
or assets as thc Commissiener for Corporate
AfTairs directs.

The Bill includes protection of the rights of any
claimant against the dealer personally and
prevents the discharge of the bond or the release
of the surety from prejudicing any such claimant’s
rights against the dealer.

This provisicn is nccessary 10 prolect Lhe rights
of any such claimant, against the dealer
personally, where the claimant is not aware of the
publication of the required advertisement.

In view of the lapse of time since the old Act
was repealed and the fact that no complaints have
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been received by the Commissioner for Corporate
Affairs in respect of dealers formerly licensed
under the repealed Act, o the effect that a client
is unable to obtain payment from a dealer of
moneys due to him, it is unlikely that any member
of the public will be prejudiced by the effect of
the Bill.

The Bill in any event preserves the rights of any
such person to claim such moneys from the dealer
himself and further protects any such claimant by
the required period of advertisement.

However, in the absence of any such release or
discharge, some suretics have been reluctant 1o
return to the dealer concerned moneys or other
assets deposited with them at the time when the
bond was first issued.

The regulations under the preseat Act do make
provision for the return of a bond, afier the
expiration of three months from the date upon
which the Commissioner for Corporate Affairs
receives notice from the licensee concerned that
he has ceased to carry on the relevant business, if
the commissioner is satisfied that there are no
outstanding liabilities owed by the licensee.

In so far as any bonds granted under the
present Act are concerned the matter is therefore
amply covered by the present Act and the
regulations thereunder.

1 commend the Bill to members.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Heon.
Grace Vaughan.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: SIXTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 17th August, an the
following motion by the Hon. R, G. Pike—

That the following address be prescnted to
His Excellency—

May it please Your Excellency: We,
the Members of the Legislative
Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and 1o thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you have

been pleased 1o deliver 1o
Partiament.
THE HON. R. THOMPSON (South

Metropolitan) [2.57 p.m.): | rise 10 supporl the
motion beforc the House. In doing so, Mr
President, | wish sincerely to congratulate you on
your clevation to your high office. It is good 10 see
you up there. | do not know how you are going 1o
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withstand the pressures of sitting on your own for
so long, and not being able to interject on
members. Possibly, this will be my first speech in
the past 12 years during which you will not
interject on me.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Do not count on it.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: As a matter of
fact, on one occasion a devout member of my
party, who happens to be a safety officer and an
avid reader of Hansard, drew 10 my attention a
speech [ had made. He even went 10 the trouble of
counting the number of lincs my speech occupied
in Hansard and compared it with the number of
lines of interjections by you, Sir. You may be
interested to learn that your interjections
occupied exactly 10 per cent of my speech.

The Hon. V. J. Ferry: You always did need
some help.

The Hon. J. C. Tozer: You will be in trouble
now.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: No, | will not be
in trouble; very seldom do | get called to order.
We all know the rules of the House. 1 believe
that, in the proper hands, the rules and decorum
of the House will be kept as they have been in the
past. [ appeal to all members 10 observe the rules
of the House and comply with them at all times.

It is sad that over the last few years a change of
character has occurred in the Chamber. One
member, when he first came here, used to roar so
loudly that | am sure the bulls at Boyup Brook
could hear him! That is not good. We do not have
to yell, roar, or scrcam, or be arrogant in order to
get our point across. It is sufficient that we make
our speeches calmly and reasonably because in
this way we are better accepted and betier
understood, and we get our points across much
betler.

I congratulate the Hon. Graham MacKinnon
on his becoming the Leader of the Housc. In my
opinion he should have held this position threc
years ago and | conveyed that conlention to him
then. I feel he is now in his right and proper place
as Leader of the House, because he has been a
member and a Minister of great capacity, and in
most cases—nol all cases—he has been o fair
Minister. '

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnan: Thank you.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: We do not always
agree. We have crossed swords on  muany
occasions; but this is a point [ wish to emphasisc
to new members: Never an any occasion after an
argument—and sometimes  they haves been

vicious—have we walked out of the Chamber as
bad friends.
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The Hon, G, C. MacKinnon: Will you allow me
to put on record the very greal help you were Lo
me in altering Lhe fishing laws to the benefit of
the fishing industry?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is what
Parliament is all about—nhelping one another. We
are here to do a job. If any new member comes
into the Chamber, whatever be’ his political
ideology, and thinks he will alter the character or
structure of the Chamber, effect changes to the
law, or beccome 2 master in a very short time, he is
fooling only onc person—that is, himself.
Incidentally, later on today | will point out some
anomalies in respect of the law,

Congratulations to the Heon.  David
Wordsworth. | feel 1that the experience he will
have as Minister will be ol great benefit to him
and wc will not have to listen so much to what
gees on in Esperance. | am sure he will carry out
his dutics most effectively.

It is good 10 see that the Liberal Party has
clecied a migrant as the shop steward in this
Chamber!

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We¢ have been
waiting lor that one.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: It is good to
realise that this has becen acknowledged. | will
have to write to Mr Sinclair pointing out that the
Liberal Party has seen {it to do this, because that
is cxactly what the Whip of the Chamber is—he
is the shop steward. | congratulatc the Hon.
Gordon Mausters and trust he will cnjoy his_job
and that he will receive the co-operation which
has been forthcoming from this side of the House
in previous years.

The Han. N. E. Baxter: He doces not call us out
on strike. He urges us to keep working.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: | congratulate the
new members on their election. They will find as
they procced that it is not always their own party
members who give them the advice they seek. In
this respect when 1 entered the Chamber- | found
the situation cxtremely difficult. | sat next to a
Liberal member on one side and a Country Party
member on the other, and the advice offered to
me by the Labor members in the House was nil.
The only attention | received from them was a
scolding if 1 did somcthing wrong; but they did
not ever tell me how to do something right. It was
the Liberal Party and Country Parly members
who assisted me greatly, and 1 acknowledge that.
I have tried to reciprocate and will cantinue to
assisl any new members who need advice, and the
advice will nol be given with any idea of trapping
them, or anything like that. Orc docs not always
get the advice one desires from the person asked,
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and so it is a good idca for members to feel free to
consult members of any party and | am sure the
advice that will be given will be of benefit 10
them.

I pay my deepest respecis to Mrs Heitman on
the sad passing of her husband. | had a fair
amount to do with the late Jack Heitman and |
echo the sentiments of other members because
everything they said about him was true. He was
a generous man and took anyone at his word. He
went out of his way to assist if jt was at all
possible. To his wife and family | pass on my
condolence.

I wish the retired members well. | know Mr
Tom Perry is having some difficulty and ¢
sympathise with him because | have had the same
complaint and | know it is very painful. Actually |
have recovered from mine for the time being.

The Governor’s Speech does not always contain
the legistation which comes beforc the Chamber.
As a matter of [act on this occasion the
Governor’s Speech was Jacking a great deal in
respect of the legislation we should cxpect
following an clection. However, it was refreshing
to note that Mr Whitlam’s name was not
mentioned on 1} occasions. It was only two years
ago that in 11 different paragraphs in the
Governor's Speech reference was made to Mr
Whitlam on 13 occasions, and in the preparation
of that Spcech the Liberal Party conveyed no
goodwill 1owards the then Commonwcalth
Government which set great patterns in Australia,
patierns which arc still being followed by the
present Government even, in some respects in the
current Budget delivered only two days ago.

One observation | would like 10 make about the
Budget is that it will be costly {or Western
Australia. The manner in which the flat-rate tax
scale has been introduced leaves the way open for
legislation which will be introduced in this
Chamber shortly; namely, legislation 1o empower
the Statcs to impose taxation. | believe that a ploy
is being submitted to the people of Australia when
they are told there is a reduction in the actual
rate of tax. That reduction dogs not come into
operation until the 1st February. Although 1 am
not supposed (o refer to such matters in this
Chamber, it would be safe for me to say that from
the st July of next year State income tux
provisions will be appliecd in Western Australia.

Anothcr matter with which | will deal morc
fully in 2 moment concerns a very scrious and
rctrograde step which has been taken in the
Budget. | am referring to unemployment benefits
and the fact that the unfortenate recipicnts will
now be paid two weeks in arrcars. Members may
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not realise that this will throw a burden on the
Community Welfare Department,

The Community Welfare Act, which was
introduced during the time of the Tonkin Labor
Government, deals mainly ‘with people who are
called “disadvantaged people’; there is no
mention of colour or creed. OF course, if a person
is out of work and has no money, he is
disadvantaged. Therefore, it is his right 10 go to
the Department for Community Welfare and
claim relief. This is what.is going to happen. It
will happen all the time. This money will not be
reimbursed by the Commonwealth. The
Commonwealth is saying that it will beal what it
commonly termed *“‘dole bludgers™. [ do not agree
with that definition because | think these people
are the unfortunate ones in our community. The
burden will be thrown back on the State, s¢ | do
not belicve we should be overpleased with the
latest Budget.

The Departmem for Community Welfare was
set up in 1972 and within 1wo years it was
acknowledged throughout the Commonwealth
that this Stale had the best icgislation and we had
the most cificient organisation in Australia. It
was generally accepted by represenlatives at
ministerial conferences, social workers’
conferences, and in the universities that this was
the best and most adaptable legistation in
Australia. It nceded hard work to achieve Lhis. |
pay due credit to the Dircctor of Community
Wellare (Mr Keith Maine) for his untiring efforts
and work in building up this organisation in the
two ycars 1 was associated with him us Minister
for Community Woellare. When 1 left that
portfolie the depariment strength was 1 182,

The Department for Community Wellare deals
with all aspccis of community welfare including
child wellare, the Adoption of Children Act, child
carc, und Aborigines; it covers all uspects
contained in the lcgislation.

| have been churning over in my mind for
scveral weeks on how to attack the problem that |
intecnd to speak about. The Department for
Community Wellare currently has 40 unfilled
vacancies in the social welfare ficld, as a result of
the policics of this present Government. This is
absolutcly disastrous. The casc load is three to
four times the internutional standard laid down
for social workers. The standard recognised is t5
to 20 cases per socinl worker. The Coun
Gaovernment has seen fit 10 refuse to replace social
workers who resign.

Vurious social wellare officers in my clectoriue

have informed me of the amount of work that is
expected of them. | know Lhe problems that these
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social workers face. | know the problems that the
department faces because no social worker can
handle the case load of between 60 and 80 people
at one time. What is the result of this? This is
absolutely criminal. They see wards of the State
very rarely, if ever, visited;, people who are placed
by the courts in the care of the Department for
Community Welfare are not being visited and, in
many cases, these people rcappear before the
courts on other charges. They have had no contact
with social workers from the department under
whose care and control they have been placed;
children who are in foster homes are not visited
because the department does not have enough
staff to visit them. All these things are not just in
the regulations; they are covered by the Statute.
It is laid down that these things must be carried
out al particular intervals. However,
approximately 50 of the last group of graduates
from the Institute of Technology and the
University of Western Australia could not obiain
employment. Many of these graduates left the
State and some travelled overseas.

The Government is not humane. It is all very
well to state in the newspaper, “We are an
efficient Cabinet and Government because we
came up with a surplus of $3 million at the end of
the last financial year.” However, the Department
for Community Welfare is being run down to the
lowest level and there will be more resignations
resulting from the heavy case load that the social
workers are cxpected 1o carry. | can see the
time—I| hope it docs not arrive but incvitably
these things happen—when there will be a death
or an accident and the axe will fall on the
Department for Community Wellare. The Press
will be scrcaming about it. The Press will be
asking, “Why is not the department doing its job?
When were these young people last supervised?”
The public, as well as the Press, will want to know
this. Now is the time to remedy the situation
before there are any accidents or [atalities, or a
further breakdown in community standards.,

The Government’'s policy on  community
welfare 15 a disgrace. It is as bad as withdrawing
nurses from hospitals, or prison officers from
gaols. That is what the Government’s -policy
amounts to, for the simple rcason that people of
tender age arc involved—pcople who, if they do
not receive puidance, understanding, and
counsclling in their formative years will incvitably
finish up before the law courts.

The courts, and the Children's Court in
particular, are currcntly turncd into a mockery by
the present Government, because they are placing
hundreds of young people under the care und
contral of the Dircctor of Community Wellare
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cach year. The department has no hope or chance
of carrying out its duties despite its great desire to
do so0. It does not have the manpower to perform
the necessary dutics.

I say, without fear of contradiction, that if 120
people were employed by the Department for
Community Welfare tommorrow, it would take
until after next Christmas or beyond to catch up
with the backlog of essential work that has to be
performed by this department. It is a reflection
upon the Government that this state of affairs
exists.

I could have brought this matler o the
atlention of members by means of an amendment
to the Address-in-Reply, virtually censuring the
Government for its lack of action. However, |
chose to take the present course so that
Goverament members will have time to approach
the Minister and the Premier 1o find out whether
or not [ am telling the truth.

{ realise that 1 would have got nowhere with an
amendment to the Address-in-Reply, because
Government members would have voted against
it. | would have been told that | was exagperating
and that my complaints were a lot of poppycock.
Of course, the vote would go against my
amendment, the Government would remain smug
in the belief that it had beaten the Labor Party,
and that was all it had to do. Of course, the
deterioration  within  the department would
continue.

I am asking members to attend their party
meetings and 1o investigate this matier. If some
action is not taken very shortly, 1 will move a
motion in this House. | would like the Press to
investigate the department to find out whether my
statements are correct, and to ascertain the true
situation. 1 would like inquiries to be made at
district ¢ffices and for the books of these offices
to be examined. Then, because of public concern
expressed through the Press, pressure could be
brought 1o bear on the Government. That is
virlually the cxtent of the work of a Labor Party
member of this Chamber because unfortunately,
if an Opposition member knows something stinks
and somcthing is wrong, any motion hec moves to
correet the situation will be defeated.

The situation as | have described it shows a
callous disregard not only for the law of the land,
but also for the voung pcople in our community
wha are not supervised in the way they should be.

We must make an attempt 10 find out why the
laws of the land arc being broken cvery day in this
State. All the Government is worrying about is
that there sre not enough policemen to cover the
arcas. In this situation | believe the use of
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policemen should be a last resort. The most
urgent need is for a back-up facility where the
staff of the departments work in conjunction with
the schools and other organisations. Hopefully a
back-up facility would help to keep the young
people out of the courts, because a courl
appearance leaves some sort of a stigma.
Certainly remedial treatment is far betler than a
conviction.

The Government must come 10 grips with the
problem. Last Friday the Hon. Don Taylor and |
led a deputation to the Minister for Police. We
presented an excellent submission which had been
drawn up by the Cockburn Town Council. Back
in February of this year the council called a
public meeting to which it inviled representalives
of many local authorities, as well as members of
Parliament representing metropglitan clectorates.
As a result of this meeting a submission was
prepared.

Three members of Parliament attended that
meeting—the Hon. Grace Vaughan, the Hon.
Don Taylor, and me. As a result of that meeting
138 local government authoritics were canvassed
in relation 1o a resolution and the minutes of the
meeting. [ do not have the resolution with me, but
it asked for the setting up of an expert committee
to inquire into law and order in Wesiern Australia
because of the prevalence of vandalism and crime
generally.

Of the 138 councils that were contacted, 69
replied giving full support 10 the setting up of
such an expert commiltee. Another 135 replied
giving some sort of qualified support. 1 believe
two local authorities said they were not interested
ot would not take part in such an inquiry, and the
remainder did not reply. However, well over half
the local authoritiecs of Western Australia
obviously decided that somcthing would have to
be done.

Further to the report handed to the Minister
for Policc, many other suggeslions were made,
Some of thesc suggestions were the result of my
study tour overseas lasL yeuar, with particelar
reference to my observations in Norway and
England. [ do not feel [ should go into any lurther
details as the Minister for Police and the
Depariment for Community Welfare have all the
reports. | do not have them in front of me, but [
hope the Minister will sce fil (o appoint some sort
of an expert commitice 10 operale in conjunction
with local authoritics. Perhaps such a committee
could issue some guidclines for local authoritics,
the police, and the community, in respect of law
and order in .Wecsiern  Australia. Just by
appointing another 100 policcinen, we will not
creale law and order. As a matter of fact, such a
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siep could act against us rather than to our
advaniage. When the Minister responds to the
Address-in-Repty | hope that he will give me
some answers in relation to the matters | have
raised.

[ now move to another subject; that is, the
Local Government Act of Western Australia, We
all know that there are good laws and there are
bad laws. However, since 1967 the Government's
attention has been drawn to certain bad laws
incorporated in this Act, but nothing has been
done about them. [ am referring o those sections
of the Local Government Act which cover the
efection of councillors to municipalities.

On the 28th May of this year, local government
elections were held throughout Western
Australia. The only dissension that accurred as a
result of this election was in one ward in
Fremantle where a sitling councillor won his seat
by 27 votes. On this occasion the result was
quericd, not by the candidate who won ihe
clection, and not by the person opposing him at
the election, but by six intercsted people. Such
action is covered by the provision in section 137 of
the Local Government Aci,

Without quoting the exact wording of the
section, it provides that if a candidale or six
interested people object to the manner in which
an election is held, the maltter can be referred to a
magistfate for ‘the district who can call a hearing
of the complaint at a date to be fixed. Then the
magistraie may declare either the winner of the
election, or he may declare the whole election null
and void. Of course his decision is final.

I wish the Hon. 1. G. Mcdcalf were in the
Chamber at the present time, because he and 1
have always agreed on one point in regard 10 legal
matters; that is, no magistrate’s decision should
be final. A mapistrate’s decision should always be
open to appeal. Thercfore, | hope the Leader of
the House will convey my views on this matier 10
the Hon. 1. G. Medecalf to investigale the
possibility of the inclusion ol an appeal provision
in scction 137 of the Act.

I turn now to scction 45 of the Act which lays
down those pcople who are entitled to have their
namcs placed on the eleclorat roll. This scction is
sadly lacking inasmuch as it contains some words
that are no longer operative, to my way of
thinking. The side notc is "Eligibility [lor
registration as an clector”, and it states—

(1) A person is cligiblc lo be registered in
the clecroral roll of a municipality as an
clector of the municipality, if—

(2) hec has attained the.age of 1wenty-
one years;
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(b) he is a natural-born or naturalised
British subject;

These words should be changed completely or
even struck out. What is a British subject now?
We have an Australian Citizens Act and people
who take out Australian citizenship are no longer
British subjects.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Are you sure that
was not taken care of?

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: | have a fully
amended copy of the Act,

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Yes, but is it not
in the definitions under the provisions of the
Interpretation Act? | thought it had been
changed So that if one is a British subject one is
also’an Australian citizen.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: | cannot recall
that, but | shall reach this point in a moment. The
Town Clerk of Fremantle was summonsed o
appear before this court of disputed returns.
Councillor Minervini on whose side 1 was in this
argument, sought the opinion of Mr Kennedy,
QC. 1 think Mr Kennedy would have drawn this
to the councillor’s attention so 1 do not think it
has been changed.

I think it is abhorrent that owners of land in
Western Australia are denied a vole because they
are not citizens. Over the years that | have beeri a
member of this Chamber | have made
applications to the Department of Immigration
for citizenship on behalf of people, and [ have
seen many of these people still not being
naturalised and not having citizenship granted to
them. The department does not give a reason. l.II'
the department does not like the look of a person
for some reason or other—perhaps something that
happened in the person’s old country prior to
coming to this country—it can refuse to make
that person a British subject, as it was in those
days. Naturalisation was not forthcoming just
because a person filled in an application form.
Therefore, that is one section of the Act which
should be amended or struck out.

Section 109 af the Act deals with the duties of
a presiding officer on an eléction day. The section
states—

109. (1} A person who attends Issucof
: . baliol papers

a polling place to vote in person, i
shall present himself to the inperson.
presiding officer or, if he is
temporanly  absent, lo the
substitute for the presiding
officer.
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Questions.

(2) The presiding officer or
his substitute may, but if
required to do so by a candidate
or his scrutineer shall, ask the
person all or any of the following
questions:—

(a) What is your name and address?

(b) Are you the person whose name
appears as (here state the name) in
the electoral roli for the (here state
the name of the district or ward as
the case requires)?

(c) Have you attained
twenty-one years?

(d) Are you a natural-born or
naturalised British subject?

(¢) Have you already voted at the
present election?

If the person does not answer the questions he
does not get a vote. .

Let us consider how the electoral roll for a
municipality is drawn up. It is drawn up
containing the names of those people who apply
because they are occupiers of premises, are
OWIIErs Or jOinl OWners, or are COMpany Nominees.
The names of such persons automatically appear
on al! rolls as being the occupier, the owner, the
lessee, or whatever the case may be. All it needs is
the signature of the shire president, the town
clerk, or the mayor; and it becomes an clectoral
roll. But there is no provision anywhere in the Act
for determining whether a person is naturalised or-
not naturalised. How can any local authority
determine who is naturalised or notl naturalised?
How can any presiding officer who is appointed to
act on that one day once every year know whether
a person is naturalised or not naturalised when he
comes to vote? If he is not requested by a
candidate to ask these questions he nced not ask
them. The Act says that he may do so if he
desires, but shall do so only il requcstied. This
leaves the shires, particularly the presiding
officers who are the people charged with
controlling elections on these days, in a very bad
position. :

1 have mentioned the south ward of the
Fremantle City Council. These six people were
gathered up by an enthusiast in Fremantle and
they signed their names to a petition for the
complaint to go before the magistrate. The
enthusiast did not sign his own name to it but he
gol one woman over the age of 70 to sign. Of
course, the summonses were issued, the people
engaged a firm of solicitors, and the complaint
took the form that two of the 144 people were
belicved 10 have voled twice, and the remainder

the age of
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were believed not to be British subjects. The 144
names appeared on the extract of the roll that this
person supplied to his solicitors and it is very
interesting to read a portion of the letter which
the solicior sent to each of these 144 peaple. The
third paragraph reads—

Although your name appears on the
municipal electoral roll, it is not on the
Federal roll for the district. Only British
subjects can appear on the Federal roll, and
therefore it appears that you may not have
been entitied to vole in the municipal
elections.

Of course if one were to check this matter out
completely . one would find that one's name does
not have to appear on the Federal or State rolls
for the district; it can be on any roll in Australia.
In addition, one does not necessarily have to live
in Australia because the information we have
received shows that if Idi Amin owned fand in
Wetern Australia he would be entitled to vote at a
local government election. Also, if our visitors
from Sabah who were here yesterday owned land
in Western Australia—and they do own land in
the Northern Territory—they would be entitled to
vote and would be classified as British subjects.

Therefore, I think the present situation places a
great burden on local authorities and the
presiding officers. We are confusing the

ratepayers, and the Government should do one of.

two things. In my view any person whose name
appears on the Legislative Assembly roll for an
area should be given a vote at municipal elections.

If the Government is not prepared to go that
far it should at least remove the complete
qualification and allow any person living in an
area, whether he is the occupier of a house or a
landowner, irrespective of whether or not he is
naturalised, 1o exercise his right 10 vote. There
should be no taxation without representation.
That is supposed to be a basic fundamental of
English law, but we do not see that applied in this
State.

Of the 144 letters this firm of solicitors sent out
43 people contacted either myself or councillor
Minervini and most of them had been naturalised
for close on 25 years. Yet because their names did
not appear on the roll the firm of solicitors had
the temerity to threalen them with summonses to
appear before the court.

Fortunately we were able to point out to some
of the people involved that if the case procceded
the costs would run into many thousands of
dollars and the six peoplc who had signed the
complaints would probably have 10 bear those
costs. That sent them all running for cover. Four

(COUNCIL)

of the complainants left that firm of solicitors and
engaged another firm; and that set the wheels in
motion to have the case withdrawn, This course
was agreed to by the magistrate.

As the costs to councillor Minervini had been
properly arranged with the firm of solicitors
which undertook the withdrawal of the case, he
suffered no financial loss but only worry and
trouble. For at least 20 minutes the proccedings
before the magistrate became merely a discussion
between the solicitors and the magistrate.
However, the city manager, who happened o be
the presiding officer that day and had been
summoned to appear in court, was ruled by the
magistrate to be ineligible to receive costs.

This is another aspect where this law is wrong
and the Act should be looked at closely and
rewritten. | know the Leader of the House is not
paying great attention to what | am saying.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: [ am listening to
every word. There are \wo Hansard reporters
present 1o record that fact and | assure the
honourable member the matter will be referred to
the department.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: | trust it will be
referred not to the department but to the Minister
(the Hon. lan Medcalf) who is in charge of these
matters and for whomt [ have the greatest regard.
I think it is necessary to clear this up, and to
remove the ambiguity and errant features, which
at present allow a person who has been residing in
this country for many years to be asked to cast a
vole and then to be humiliated when he is told he
is not entitled to a vote when he arrives at the
voling booth. The people who canvass the
electorate and knock on doors do not know who
are naturalised, or who are entitled 1o two or four
voles as the case may be.

The present situation is wrong. We should clear
the matter up and amend the Act so that those
involved in local authorities are given a higher
standing in the community. | have much pleasure
in supporting the motion,

Sitting suspended from 3.45 t0 4.01 p.m.

THE HON. V. J. FERRY (South-West) [4.01
p.m.]: § support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-Reply, and in so doing 1 will exercise
the privilege which is traditional in this
Parliament to talk on a number of issues during
the debate.

My main thrust will be en what | term to be
the dilemma of land use, particularly in the south-
wesl of this State. However, there are one or two
other matters 1 would like to ouch on before |
develop that theme.
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Prior to the last general ‘State election a
number of individuals were concerned with the
representation of the South-West Province, and
considered that one of the members should be
replaced. | received a resounding vote of
confidence at the poll, 1 am pleased to say, and |
believe it effectively answered those critics who
were dissatisfied. | thank the people of the South-
West Province for their tremendous support, and
! lock forward to continuing as a representative
on their behalf. It is indeed a privilege to
represent Lhe people of the South-West Province.
I also received colossal support from very many
people throughout the State, and their support
was most encouraging.

A recent development introduced by the State
Government, and which | highly commend, is the
establishment  of regional administrators in
various parts of the State. | particularly refer to
the South-West Regional Administrator, Mr
Peter Beeson. He has occupied the position for
only a matter of a few months, but | want to have
it recorded that in my view he is doing an
excellent job in co-ordinating many activities in
the south-west region. He is 2 man of wide
experience in the Public Service. He is very
capable and has been very energetic since he
occupied his present position. He has thrown
himself into as many issues and matters of public
interest throughout the south-west as time
allowed him. Indeed, [ believe he is working
himself 100 hard and perhaps he will need to
rationalise some of his activitics.

11 is Lo the credit of Mr Beeson that he is taking
this very confident stand. | am sure the region will
profit from his activities. Not only is he co-
ordinating the Government departments and
agencies throughout the south-west region, but
despite the fact that he is based in Bunbury he
travels extensively to centres throughout the area
generatly, He takes a lively interest in all kinds of
development—as one would hope—and a number
of people in private business,
individuals, have expressed their appreciation of
his kind assistance and the time and trouble he
takes to help them in their undertakings in the
region.

I will touch briefly on the matter of
Government hospitals, and | particularly refer to
the wvery good progress being made in the
construction of the new hospital at Busselton.
This is a multi-million dollar complex and 1
believe it will be completed at the end of this year
or carly next year. § commend the builder and the
workers who have undertaken the project. They
have made excellent progress and it is to their

and other
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credit that the building is proceeding almost
according to schedule.

The Harvey Hospital has been the subject of
some fairly recent extensions and improvements,
and for that | am very grateful. Together with my
parliamentary colleagues representing the area, |
made representations to the Government over a
period of time for the Harvey Hospital to be
upgraded. The improvements bhave included the
replacement of the old ward accommodation and
other substandard facilities. Included in the work
is an up-to-date casualty station, a new out-
patient treatment centre, a new minor operating
theatre, and other facilities. The cost of the
improvements is something in excess of $700 000.

.The work already carried out has been completed

under what was known as stage 1. Stage 2, for the
improvement of the Harvey Hospital, as outlined
and agreed to by the Medical Department and the
Harvey Hospital Board, comprises
accommodation for an additional 14 beds and
other facilities at some future time.

I have made representations recently to the
Minister for Health on behall of the Harvey
Hospital Board 10 have stage 2 implemented as
soon as possible. 1 have taken that step because it
is recognised there is a very real need to cater for
fong-term patients in the Harvey Hospital.

It has to be borne in mind that generally the
patients who are admitted to the Harvey Hospital
are residents of the district. They have generally
lived there for a greal number of years; and their
families and fricnds, and the whole world about
them, are in that district. The Harvey community
is very close-knit, and il takes pride in its
community and particularly in its hospital.

Because of the lack of facilitics to cater for
long-term paticnts it has been necessary for those
patients to be transferred to Bunbury or the
metropolitan area. Not only is’ that a little
upselting 1o the patienis and their families and
friends in the district, but 1 suggest it also places
extra strain and responsibility on the Facilities
available at Bunbury and in the metropolitan
area. For that reason il is apparent that stage 2 of
the improvements to the Harvey Hospital should
be implemented as soon as possible.

[ fully rcalise there is a tremendous demand for
funds to provide hospitals all over the State.
Nevertheless, | believe there is a case for the
completion of the Harvey Hospital, particularly in
view of the pending establishment of the Alcoa
refinery not far from Harvey. Undoubiedly, the
construction of the refinery will increase the
population of the district considerably.

Touching on another maltter of public
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importance, [ witl refer to the Waroona police
station. In my view the building is not really up 1o
standard, and has not been up to standard for
some time. The building is not suitable for its
present use, not only from the point of view of the
police who provide a public service from the
premises, but also from the point of view of the
general public. 1 have made representations 10 the
Minister for Police and Traflic to have the
situation kept under constant review. It has to be
borne in mind, again, that the establishment of
the Alcoa alumina refinery nearby will have an
effect on the requirement for police services in the
region.

I will now refer particularly to the projected
establishment of the Alcoa alumina refinery near
Wagerup, between Waroona and Harvey. Let me
say immediately that the project is very welcome
in the district indeed, and it is very welcome to
the south-west region generally.

A most important change which the
establishment of the refinery will bring to the area
is the use of land. A number of dairy farms and
catile grazing properties in Lhe area have been
purchased by the company, and as a result the
dairying content of the particular district will be
depleted. That is somewhat of a shame,
productive farm land having to be purchased in
this way rather than, perhaps, land which has not
alrecady been developed to the same extent. | do
not deny for one moment the right of the Alcoa
company, or anyone else, 10 purchase freehold
land on the open market. That is the right of any
person.

A number of property owners in the area, who
have negotiated to sell their farming propertics to
the Alcoa company, have done so willingly and
that is their right. In some cases, the landowners
will retire while others will go to the Busselton
area and establish new dairy farms. However, a
number of people may have been prepared to stay
in the area and continue in the dairying industry
had they not received an offer from the company.
But, as | said, it is their choice to accept or reject
the offer and their future is still in Lheir own
hands.

A considerable area of the land purchased by
Alcoa is serviced by irrigation facilities. Of
course, irrigation is a special facility and it is not
available in every farming community. The
benefit of an irrigation sysiem depends on soil
1ype, and certainly on the adequacy and quality of
the water supply, and climatic factors. However,
again it is a littie disappointing, perhaps, that this
highly productive agricultural land will be uscd,
in the main, for the establishment of an alumina
refinery. The whale of the area will not be used
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for refinery purposes; as is the case with the
refinery at Pinjarra, there is 1o be a surrounding
buffer zone of farming Jand 2t Wagerup owned by
the company. Not all of the land occupied by the
company will be used for industrial purposes;
much of it will be used for farming purposes.

I have no argument with the use of the land for
farming, except that it is more likely to be used
for beef grazing and not for intensive agriculture
and horticulture. It has to be remembered, again,
that much of the area includes prime land
serviced by irrigation facilities. 1 have madc
representations to the company, an behalf of
interested people, for the leasing of portions of the
land from Alcoa for intensive agriculture and
horticulture activities. Whether that plan will
come to fruition, | do not know, but negotiations
are pending.

The projecied establishment of the industrial
complex will bring 2 number of benefits to the
surrounding communily.

I refer particularly to the neighbouring towns
of Waroona, Harvey, and the coastal settlements
of Mandurah and, indeed, the Bunbury area. It is
commonplace these days for people employed in
industrial works to travel some distance to their
place of employment. The roads are good, and
motorcars are generally reliable; and families are
comlent to live in the town situation rather than
live right against the works.

Therefore | see a spread of people being housed
in a number of places. For my part | know that
most of the towns are ready and the local
authorities are ready to receive these people, and
as far as possible they will provide suificient
building blocks and other facilities.

One of the greatest problems we have in the
south-west region—and it is not uncommon
because it has happened all over the world; it has
happened in the metropolitan area over a period
of time—is that of getting sufficient building
blocks onto the market to cater for the need.
Along with my colleagues in the south-west region
I have been particularly active in this respect, |
am grateful lor the assistance given to us by the
Minister for Urban Development and Town
Planning (Mr Rushton) for his endeavours in
visiting south-west shires and lowns, inspecting
subdivisions, and 1alking 1o privale dcvelopers and
any interested person with a view 1o bringing onto
the market sufficient building lots 10 service the
demand. With the refinery being developed, there
will be a greatcr need 10 house people in the
region.

Coupled with the demand for urban building
blocks, there is also a great demand today for
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small rural holdings, sometimes referred to as
hobby farms. | believe hobby farming has a real
place in the community, and 1 commend the
people who wish to live in that way. | see no
conflict arising from it. In this day and age the
people who buy hobby farms seem to come from
all walks of life. Often they are people engaged in
some occupation or business; and it is not unusual
for them to be two-income families which have
the capacity to handle any indebtedness they may
incur.

Hobby farmers bring other work to the area in
which they establish themselves. 1 refer
particularly 10 work carried out by contractors.
Hobby farmers usually do not spend a lot of
moeney on machinery, and so they rely on local
contractors and tradesmen to do much of their
work. This brings business to the area.

Also, hobby larmers generally are conlent to
pay a little more for the land because it suits their
purpose. When they engage in some activity on
the land they are more inclined to take risks,
because they arc not entirely dependent on ‘the
returns they receive from their farms.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: [ hope you will bring
in a “however” in a minute in respect of how they
are forcing up land values,

The Hon. V. ). FERRY: | will turn to that a
little later; 1 said at the commencement of my
speech that 1 would refer 10 1the dilemma of land
use,

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Thank you.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The south-west region
generally has an increasing population for a
variety of reasons. It has been pointed out that by
the year 2 000 there could well be 250 000 people
living in the region. That is not beyond the bounds
of reason, because the south-west has many
attractive features. Firstly, it has a very attractive
climate. The country itscll is atteactive,
particularly in the warmer months, and we have a
great migration to the south-west arca over at
least six months of the year. -Further Lo that, the
region is blessed with a long coastline, which
nowadays is a great atiraction as people wish to
live near the occan. The south-west is a
developing industrial region based on Bunbury,
and here again onc could refer 10 all sorts of
industries.

The timber industry is gradually changing from
traditional hardwoods to a very imaginative and
vigarous softwood programme. This in itself will
bring new sophisticaled timber mills 10 the region,
and the activity will requirc a high labour‘content.
When | refer to a high labour content, | point out
that the mills will not be in the traditional style,
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but will be mechanised and, as ) see¢ it, motor
traniport will be used largely.

Water resources, of course, are important no
matter where we are, and the south-west region is
no exception. 1 am particularly pleased the
Government has seen fit to establish the Water
Resources Council, which is reviewing the water
needs of the whole of the State. 1 pay tribute here
to Mr David Partridge of Brunswick Junction
who has been appointed to the council as a
representative of the people of the irrigation areas
of the south-west,

[ turn now to speak aboul the dilemma of land
use. | believe in the south-west this is one of the
greatest nceds we must lace up to. The matter is
being faced up to, but there is definitely a
conflict. 1 wish 10 illustrate it in this way: | have
just described 1o the House what an attractive
part of Western Australia the south-west region
is, and why people wish to live there for a variety
of reasons. The south-west has various industrics;
I have mentioned timber, which will always be
there because we have legislation protecting our
forests and encouraging Lheir regeneration. We
have the usual farming activities; we have not
only dairying, beef, cattle, and horticulture, but
also we npow have viticulture, which is the
production of grapes for wine.

The south-west also has extensive national
parks and reserves and this Parliament has passed
legislation 10 improve that situation.

Arising from all those altractive fcaturcs we
have an increase in tourism and recrcation. More
and more people have leisure time on their hands;
therefore, we have o provide for the leisure time
needs of people.

The south-west also has mining indusiries such
as coal, mineral sands, bauxite, and others, which
all compete for land use. We have secondary
industrics arising from our primary resources and
these, too, compete for land uwse. There is a
growing awarcness of the nced 10 maintain and
increase our wetlands for the conservation of
wildlife. This has some priority, and so it should.

We also have in the south-west long-term land
owners who have been there since the first
seitiement of Western Australia, and they have
rights to the use of land. We have pcople who
have taken up land for various reasons since the
carly days and they, too, have rights.

We arc finding there is a change of cmphasis as
we pass from one era o another—as we pass [rom
the carly days of opening up the country to the
morc modern days. | mention the drainage system
of the south-west. [t may not be generally realised
that in the south-west we have an cxtensive
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drainage system the total length of which is, |
think, about | 500 miles or in excess of 2200
kilometres. These are all man-made drains. In
addition, we utilise the creeks and water courses
to drain land as well as to improve the runoff.

All this was designed to bring about change
and it has helped not only the rural communities
but also it has heiped urban development because
the drainage has made land suitable for other
uses. This has been 10 the detriment of wetlands
and wildlife, and here arises some conflict and
dilemma.

Coupled with that, we have over a period of
years developed water resources to  enable
irrigation farming, which revolutionised areas
such as Harvey, Waroona, the Collie River area,
and the land extending towards Doanybrook. We
have constructed in the south-west a number of
dams. The first was the Harvey Weir which was
completed in 1916, and enlarged in 1931, Then
came the Drakesbrook Weir, which was
completed in 1931. Then we had the Samson
Brook Dam which was completed in 1941, and the
Stirling Dam which was completed in 1948. The
Glen Mervyn Dam was completed in 1969, and
the Wellington Dam, which is the largest of the
lot, was completed in 1933 and had its capacity
increased in 1960.

That sort of development has created a
dilemma in respect of land use. The construction
ol water resources has changed the capacity of the
land to produce various commaodities, and this is
good.

In-respect of the changing use of land, [ refer to
viticulture—the growing of vines for the
production of grapes—and the ncw winc industry
in the Busselton-Margarct River area. In this
respect Mr Gayfer referred to the problem of land
values. However, it is finc to have a wine industry
flourishing in this region, cven though it is in a
very early stage. In spite of that, the quality of the
wine produced is extremely high, and because of
that so are the land vaiues. The value of land
which hitherto was used for agricultural purposes
in the Bussclton-Margaret River areca has
increased by hundreds of dollars in a short time,
and there is a conflict in that respect.

[ believe this land has excellent prospects of
becoming one of the world’s best wine-producing
areas. | do not think the area will produce great
quantities of wine; in fact | hope it does not for
the reason that it is far better in my view that the
production be limited and be securc in the
knowledge that the quality is first-class and
therefore the product commands a  good
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reputation. [ believe that is the way the industry
will develop.

Again | refer to hobby farmers, who have
tended to increase the valuc of propertics. By
comparison, the older established properties
engaged in what one could refer 10 as the more
traditional types of agriceliure are relatively
disadvantaged as a result of the rating system.
This is a worrying situation. Many of the older
properties have difficulty in maintaining their
viability for various reasons, not the least of which
are varying seasonal conditions which no-one can
control. This factor has markedly affected the
south-west over the last 12 months.

All the factors I have mentioned—apart from
marketing factors—afTect land vatues as a result
of the demand or lack of demand for various types
of land.

When speaking of the dilemma of land use, |
am mindful of private owners who in some cases
have {farmed properties for gencrations and have
used the land in a most responsible way. That is
their right, and I hope it will continue 10 be their
right. However, | do experience very real concern
that, because of pressures in respect of land usage,
people who have made these areas their homes
and have used them as the means of their
livelihood for many years may be unfairly leaned
upon by various authorities and agencies. | am
referring o pressure in respect of the usape of
land for parks and reserves, the preservation of
the coastal strip, the provision of adequate
wellands for wildlife, the provision of recreational
arcas, and that sort of thing. I think this is a
rather sad state of affairs, although I
recognise—as | said earlicr—we need to cater for
the interests of all people. 1 have the highest
regard for the right of people who own their own
property 1o go about their fawful busincss with a
minimum of interference from anyone.

I am concerncd there may come a time when,
be it by the Government or a collection of pcople,
it is considered there should be an overview of
land use in the south-west. | think it is right and
proper that siudies and surveys should be carried
oui by appropriate agencics to deterinine the land
capacity in this area. Howcver, in so doing we
must be extremely vigilant to ensure that
individuals do not get crushed and pushed aside
on the way through. This is a grcat dilemma.
Should we in lact have a master plan for the
entire soulh-west region and allocate areas of land
1o ccrtain categories? | belicve it is far more
practical to have an overvicw, which takcs
cognisance of what is reasonable and practical not
only in the short term but alse in the fong term. 1
think the only sensible way to tackle the dilemma
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of the south-west is 10 have continuing reviews as
an overall view. However, any change must be
acceptable, particularly to the people living in
those areas, and it must be on what | would
describe as a chip by chip basis.

I commend anyone who has anything to do with
the south-west to interest himself in the problem
of land use, no matter whether his interests are
recreation, industry, residential, or whatever. In
so doing, when decisions are made, more and
more people are better informed and hopefully,
better able to make sound judgments as to
whichever course is adopted.

In conclusion, | return to the principal point of
my remarks, and make a plea that people in these
areas are not pushed aside for the sake of creating
something in theory which does not feally have a
practical application. | support the motion.

THE HON. R. T. LEESON (South-East) [4.33
pm.]: Firstly, Mr President, | take the
opportunity of congratulating you on attaining
your high office. If we see a ghimpse or two of
your old self in your new position, | amn sure we
will be in for an entertaining session.

I also congratulate all re-elected members, and
those who have been newly elected, and | extend
congratulations to those members who have been
elevated to higher positions within this House,

Traditionally, the Address-in-Reply debate is a
vehicle by which members raise matters
pertaining to their electorates. | represent South-
East Province, and 1 can assure members that |
have quite a number of problems. However, |
wish to raise only a couple of points at this time.

The first matter relates (o water supplies in
country areas. Recently we had a problgm
relating to domestic water supplies in the farming
area of Salmon Gums, which is to the south of
South-East Province. Those members who
represent  country  electorales, particwlarly
farming areas, will understand the position into
which some people get in repard to watering their
animals. However, on this occasion we were not
faced so much with a shoriage of water for stock
but rather a shortage of domestic water in an area
which unforiunately is very susceptible to rains.
The position became fairly drastic. The Salmon
Gums town water supply was cut off to the
farming community and was 10 be used only for
the small township of Salmon Gums. The farmers
had to make do with what little water they had on
their properties.

Of course, this water was drying up rapidly and
a dozen or more farming families were completely
out of domestic water. | contacted the Minister
for Water Supplies, who informed me there was
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little, il anything, he could do because there were
some anomalies in some of the Siatutes of
Western Australia which | believe applied in this
case. If water for stock is in critically short supply
during a time of drought, an area may be
declared drought affected and the Government
acts to make sure that stock water is carted to the
area. However, the anomaly is that there is no
provision in the relevant Act to cart domestic
water. While the legislation acknowledges the
poor old sheep must have a drink, it does not
make the same concession 10 the humans in the
area. | think it is imperative that water be carted
to the area.

While there is an hotel in Salmon Gums, not
everybody drinks beer; horrible though it may be,
some people occasionally revert 10 water. These
people have been on very short rations of only a
{ew gallons per head per day for some 12 months
prior to the shortage becoming critical. It was:
rumoured in Salmon Gums at the time the
domestic water was cut off to the farming
community that some farmers actually were
coming inlo the town late at night, when very few
people were around, and removing water from the
town supply.

1 believe we should have a good look at our
legislation in the light of the position which has
been created at*Salmon Gums. 1 certainly hope
this does not occur in other areas of the State,
although in this day and age it is possible that it
may occur elsewhere. We should introduce
legistation under which we are empowered 1o act
more quickly to relieve critical water shortages.

It was foriunate that, afier possibly a dozen
trunk calls, | was able to get onto a couple of
Ministers and departments to inform them of the
situation, and that same afternoon, the Premier
came out of a Cabinet meeting at about 6.00 p.m.
and said he was prepared to have waler carted to
the area immediately. He said he would have
acted sooner had the situation been drawn to his
atiention. After talking to several Ministers, |
know exactly what the situation would have been
had the matter not been raised when it was, |
believe we all recognise that in this day and age,
such a problem should not have reached the stage
it did but should have been alleviated much
earlier.

The other issue [ wish to raise in this House is a
matter which is very important in country areas
which are serviced by television. Next month is
September, and we will have the finals and grand
final of the Western Australian National Football
League competition being played at Subiaco oval.
Al this time every year, | receive requests frém all
over my electorate to have sométhing done about
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direct telecasts to country areas of the finals and
the grand final. | have raised this matter on a
number of occasions, either by way of questions,
or motions such as this. Quite rightly, the
Government has told me it has no jurisdiction in
this area and that unfortunately it is up to the
WANFL to decide whether a direct telecast to
the country will take place.

We have just completed direct telecasts of four
test crickel matches, involving some 20 days of
play—less some time lost because of stopped
play—{rom a country some 12 000 miles away.
These matches have been brought direct to our
living rooms. We have watched direct telecasts of
Wimbledon tennis and all sorts of other sporting
functions from around the world. Yet people in
our country areas are unable to waich the football
grand final being played in the metropolitan area
of their own Siate. | understand some of "the
problems which are involved, and [ have heard the
pronouncements of the heirarchy of the WANFL
relating to this matter. All | can say is that they
are being so shortsighted it is a joke, and it is
about time something was done about it.

I am not the only one who 1akes this attitude
and who has raised this matter in Parliament, and
1 am quite sure | will not be the last. I shouid like
to see the Government legislaie 1o give itself the
power to ensure that people in outer country areas
have the opportunity of viewing all sports in
Western Australia, as they happen. It may not
seem a very important issue, bul il members
visited country areas they would understand what
1 am talking about. | am quite sure the country
members here know exactly the strength of
feeling which runs on this matter.

1 believe we could be fair to both sides by
drawing a boundary, say, same 250 kilometres
from Perth. The inner area could be classed as the
nonvicwing area, and all areas outside the radius
of 250 kilometres would receive a direct telecast
of important sporting events. The figure of 250
kilometres could be subject to debate. For
instance, il would mean that places like Bunbury
would fall into the category of a nonviewing area.
Quite frankly, 1 believe that Bunbury is close
enough to Perth 1o enable those residents who
wish to view the prand final 10 drive the 100-o0dd
miles to Perth; that is not a very long way 1o drive
if one really wants to sec a particular maich.

We must consider the size of Western Australia
and the great arcas which are now serviced by
television. For instance, television transmission
now extends north to Carnarvon and Port
Hedland. It should be remembered that the
distance from Perth 10 Port Hedland is almost the
same as it is from Perth 1o Adelaide, and for that
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reason | cannot for the life of me understand why
people in these outlying areas should be denied
this opportunity.

The WANFL has always said that if people
were able to view the maitches direct in Port
Hedland, Kalgoortie, or anywhere else in Western
Australia, they would not come down to Perth to
see the maich. However, | know from personal
experience that most people in my electorate who
at present come down to Perth to see the match
would continue to do so; they spend a weckend
away from their homes, and have a holiday. 1 am
sure this would be the case with 90 per cent of
those people who would be affected by a direct
telecast of the football finals.

However, other people are involved. ) refer to
the old people, who are unable to travel; people
who are in hospitals, or who are disadvantaged in
some other way, people who in some way are
disadvantaged by transport, and many others.
They would like to see the matches, but

‘unfortunately are not able to get to Perth.

I believe the Government should give serious
consideration to my suggestion. The WANFL has
been particularly narrow-minded about this whole
issue and it is high time somebody took the
initiative. It is up to people like us to attempt to
do something about the situation.

1 support thc motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. M.
McAleer.

DEATH DUTY ASSESSMENT

AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

ACT

Bill received from the Assembly; and, on
motion by the Hon. G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of
the House), read a first time.

Second Reading

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
Woest—Leader of the House) [447 pm.]): ]
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

This Bill is of great significance in that it will
provide total exemption from death duty for
bequests passing (o a surviving spouse.

[t gives earlier effect to the policy underiaken
to “abolish death duly on assets passing from
spouse to spouse over two years” and is but the
first step towards the total abolition of death duty
in Western Australia.

The total abolition of death duty is the second

policy undertaken by the Government 10
progressively abolish all remaining death dulies
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over the next three Budgets with the aim of not
having to impose alternative taxes which could be
even more burdensome,

Initially, it was ptanned to grant the spouse to
spouse exemption over the next iwo Budgets.
However, because of the sound and successiul

management of the State's finances in 1976-77
and the Budget situation for the current year, the

Government is now in a position to pass on the '

benefits of good management to the public by
exempting totally from death duty all those assets
passing from spouse 0 spouse, earlier than
promised.

This proposal will apply to the estates of those
persons dying on or after the 15t July this year.

The main clements of the Bill are—

to exempt from duly any assets passing 1o
a widow or widower; and

to preserve the existing benefits of children
and grandchildren who currently enjoy an
indirect benefit from the manner in which
the present “spouse allowance” is applied
when assessing duty.

The present legislation provides for a sum of
$50 000, being the amount of the current “spouse
atlowance™, to be deducied from the final balance
where all or part of the estate passes to a
surviving spouse and the balance of the estate
passes to children or grandchildren.

This decrease in the final balance has a iwo-
fold effect. Firstly, the balance of the estale on
which duty is calculated is reduced and, secondly,
the decrease in the balance reduces the “rate™ of
duty that would otherwise be charged on that
final balance of the estate.

Therefore, in these cases there is an indirect
benefit to children and  grandchildren
beneficiaries, as the reduction in the final balance
by the amount of the existing “spouse allowance”
reduces the amount of duty payable by those
beneficiaries.

Provision is made in the Bill so that from the
tst July, 1977, an amount of $50 000 will still be
deducted from the final balance of the estate,
when part of the estate only passcs to a surviving
spouse, before the duty is calculated on the assets
passing to children or grandchildren.

This provision in the Bill will ensure that a
child or grandchild, in these circumstances, will
not be disadvantaged by the fact that after the st
July a surviving spouse will no longer have to pay
any death duty.

[n other words, a child or grandchild who
benefits from an cstate will not under this Bill be
called upon 1@ pay one cent more duty than he or
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she would pay under the current method of
assessing duty with a “spouse allowance”
provision.

The Bill also covers all those situations where
the estate or portion thereof passes to a dependent
child or is bequeathed to a surviving spouse who
has a dependent child.

In these cases the final balance is further
reduced by the appropriate amount of 310 000 for
each dependent child, before assessing any duty
payable by the other beneficiaries as defined and
to whom the concessional rates prescribed in table
1 of the Death Duty Act apply.

From the foregoing it is clear that no
beneficiary will be disadvantaged by the proposals
now befare members.

Other existing concessions included in the law
which also reduce the final balance of an estate
before any duty is calculated, being furniture and
personal effects allowance and the provision
concerning a rebate of duty when two deaths
occur within a period of 10 years for closely
related parties, are provided for in the amending
Bill.

Thus the present practice will continue to apply
for the remaining table 1 beneficiaries after the
spouse 10 spouse proposal receives assent and
becomes operative.

The costs to revenue of the proposals contained
in this Bill are estimated at $2.5 million in 1977-
78 and $3.9 million per annum when fully
operative.

As stated initially, the spouse to spouse
exemption is only the first step in the
Government's programme to responsibly phase
out death duty.

This legislation will implement the first part of
the programme.

| commend it to the House.

THE HON. D. K. DANS (South
Metropolitan—Leader of the Opposition) [4.52
p.m.]: Mr President, | seek your guidance. The
Labor Party has examined very cxtensively this
Bill and the next Bill 1o be dealt with and we find
that we arc in complete agreement with them. |
understand that the Leader of the House would
like to have both Bills on the notice paper for
Tuesday. However, if he wishes to proceed 10day,
he may do so.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: [ am quite happy
to procced with them today.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: We are in complete
agreement with the principle and details of the
Bill. We belicve it goes a long way to reducing
those burdens placed upon spouses and the other
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people mentioned in the Bill, by way of death
duties.

The Hon. R. Thompson: 1t was our policy in
the last election.

The Hon. D. K. DANS: It was the policy of
both parties in the last election and we would be
little better than hypocrites if we did not wish this
Bill a speedy passage through the House.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: 1 thank Mr Dans

THE HON. H. W. GAYFER (Central) [4.54
p-m.): We welcome the introduction of this Bill
and the amending legislation. Likewise, it is
pleasing to note the remarks made by the Leader
of the House that this is the first stage of the
Government's programme to responsibly phase
out death duties completely. [ could go on at great
length and speak of the present disabilities
suffered by bereaved families as a result of death
doty assessments. Howcver, al this juncture,
seeing that the Opposition as well’ as the
Government is in complete agreement with the
Bill, 1 would like to signify that the National
Country Party welcomes the Bill and supports it.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: 1 thank Mr
Gayfer.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,
In Commilttee, etc.

Bill passed through Commitiee without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
G. C. MacKinnon (Leader of the House), and
passed.

DEATH DUTY ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly, and, on
motion by the Hon. G. C, MacKinnon (Leader of
the House), read a first time.

Second Reading

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West—Leader of the House) (4.58 p.m.): |
movg—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

1 shouid explain that when we have an assessment
Bill such as the onc we have just dealt with, there
is usually an accompanying taxing Bill, therefore
one is the Death Duty Assessment Act
Amendment Bill and the other is the Death Duty
Act Amendment Bill itself. 1t may be wondered
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by some members why, when dealing with the one
subject, there should be two amendments.

This Bill is consequential to the proposed
amendments to the Death Duly Assessment Act
and simply provides for deletion of the reference
to widow and widower from the class of
beneficiaries listed in table | of the schedule of
duty rates.

Table 1 lists those persons normally referred to
as the near relatives of the deceased person, being
the widow, widower, children, grandchildren,
other issue, or dependent parents,

On and after the 1st July, 1977, bequests to a
surviving spouse will be specifically exempted
from duty under the provisions in the Death Duty
Assessment Act Amendment Bill and, therefore,
table 1 rates of duty will no longer, need to apply
to a widow or widower.

I commend the Bill 10 the House, along with
the previous Bill, and ask that members opposite
agree to the second reading. In doing so, Sir, |
would like to express my appreciation to the Hon.
D. K. Dans, and other members in this House,
who have taken an interest in this matter and
have availed themselves of the opportunity
afforded, by the Bills being introduced into the
Assembly, to make sufficient examination of them
to ensure that both the Bills are to their
satisfaction and can be passed with such alacrity.
I am deeply appreciative.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committec without debate,
reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by the Hon.
G. C. MacKinnor (Leader of the House), and
passed.

House adjourned at 5.01 p.m.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
FIRE BRIGADES

Insurance Cover

76. The Hon. R. H, C. STUBBS, 10 the Leader
of the House representing the Chief
Secretary:

(1) What type of insurance is available to
cover volunteer firemen when attending
to their duties?

(2) What are the complete details of such
insurance cover?
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Is the insurance cover for the
volunteer firemen accepted by one
company only;

if not, by how many and what
insurance companies?

The Hon. Gi. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) The

following insurance cover is

available to volunteer firemen when
attending to their duties:

(i)

{ii)

(iii)
(iv)

(2) (@

Employers’ Indemnity: Workers'
compensation claims and the like.
Multi-risks: Personal clothing and
effects.

Personal  Accidents: Personal
accidents to junior members.

Motor Vehicles: Personal vehicles
including motor cycles.

Employers™ Indemnity:

The following are covered—

(a) Every volunteer (both active

and reserve) or auxiliary
fireman.
(b) Every member of the

Executive of the Western
Australian  Volunteer Fire
Brigades Association.

(c) Every official of the Western
Australian  Volunteer  Fire
Brigades Association.

These volunteers are covered:

{a) Whilst attending, proceeding
to or returning from a fire or
fire call whether on his own
initiative or in conjunction with
other members of a volunteer
brigade.

(b) Whilst competing in any
competition held by or under
the auspices of the Western
Australian  Volunteer  Fire
Brigades Assoctation, whether
in the State of Western
Australia or out of the said
State,

(c) Whilst preparing or training
for any such compelition
referred to in (b) above.

The liability of the insurer is, in all
cases, limited to the actual average
weekly earning of any person
insured under this Policy who may
be injured, and is subject to the
provisions of the  Workers’
Compensation Act 1912 in the
State bf Western Australia and any
amendments thereof.

(i)
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The Western Australian Fire
Brigades Board is indemnified
against liability to pay damages
including costs and expenses
incurred with the written consent of
the insurer under the Fatal
Accidents Act 1959, the Law
Reform {(Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 194], the Law Reform
{Contributory  Negligence and
Tortfeasors  Contribution)  Act
1947, and any amendments of such
Acts and at common law for
personal injury sustained by any
person referred (o under the
circumstances stated.

Multi-Risks:

The indemnity granted by this
Policy is limited to loss of, or
damage to, clothing and personal
effects, the property of volunteer
firemen or persons assisting at fires
and only whilst such persons are
under the conirol of a brigade
officer.

The indemnity in respect of any one
fireman or person is limited to
5150,

(iii) Personal Accident:

This insurance is to provide
compensation as shown in the
Schedule below for any event
described therein and happening 10
any junior. reserve member of the
volunteer fire brigade whilst
engaged in activities of the fire
brigade provided the junior reserve
member s under the control or
supervision of the brigade captain
or any experienced officer or
member of the brigade delegated by
him.

The compensation will also be
payable in the event of an accident
1o any junior reserve member of a
volunteer fire  brigade  whilst
travelling by a direct route, without
deviation, to or from any organised
activity of the brigade.

Compensalion for Accidents In Respect of epch

Insured Member
3

Death by Accident 500

Total and |rrecoverable Loss

of all Sight in Both Eyes 10 pOO

Total Loss by Physical
Severance of the Whole of
Both Hands or the Whole of
Both Feet or of the Whole of
One Hand and the Whole of

One Fool 10 000
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a Total Loss by Physical
- Severance of the Whole of
One Hund or the Whole of
Ont Fool Together wilh he
Totzl and [rrecoverable Loss
of All Sight in One Eye
5 Total and Irrecoverable Loss
. of All Sight in One Eye
6 Towal Loss by  Physical
' Severance of the Whole of
One Hand or the Whole of
Qne Foot
) Total Disablemem by
) Accident from Errfagiu in or
Auending 10 Usual Profession,
Business or  QOcc i
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(1) Has the Physical Education Branch

10 000
5 000
5 000

Equal to actual
wages if b

p
(limited 10 26 weeks and 10
those engaged in cmployment,

of pai pation).
Limit for uny one individual

r week,

8 ﬁcdicn]. Surgical. Hospital,

: Ambutance  and  Similar
Expenses  (including  the
supply of dental, surgical and
oplical appliances necessitated
as a result of accideni, but
excluding loss or damage to
cxisting appliances) incurred
with the conseny of an
authorised official by or on
behull of any one individual
following an accident
susigined whilst under the
control  of any authorised
official.

(iv) Motor Vehicles:
Vehicles (including

is working, but
not in excess

of rates payable
to voluntary
firemen.

150

completed  its
including  year
swimming classes?

. investigation  into
three children in-

(2) (a) If so, what recommendation has

* been made; or
{b) if not, on what date is a report 10 be
submitted?

The Hon. D. ). WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) and (2) Investigations reveal that many

year-3 children in country areas are
included in swimming classes. In other
areas year-3 children are excluded
owing to lack of pool space or from
-considerations of safety where pools
have aot been constructed to cater for
small children.

SENIOR CITIZENS’ CENTRES
Cooks

78. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, 1o the Minister

motor cycles

and motor scooters) which are the
property of volunteer firemen and
Volunteer Fire Brigades
Association Executive are covered
only whilst such vehicles are being
used on the business of the Western
Australian Fire Brigades Board,

including fire- calls, meetings,
training sessions and
demonsirations and whilst

travelling to and from such events.

The insurance cover is limited to:

(a) Vehicles

which

are not

otherwise insured.

(b) The amount of any excess on
vehicles which are insured.

(c) The amount of no claim bonus
lost in" the first year only

immediately

following
event giving rise lo the claim

the

provided always that the bonus
is not forfeited by virlue of
claims arising outside the scope
of the indemnity granted by

this policy.
(3} (a) Yes.

(b) Answered by (a) above.

EDUCATION

Physical Education Branch

for Transport representing the Minister for
Community Welfare:

Will the Minister advise—

() How many hours per week are
worked by cooks at Senior Citizens'
Centres?

(2) What is—

(a) the weekly wage paid to them;
and

(b) their annual or other
entitlement?

(3) What does the industrial award
covering cooks provide in respect
to—

(a) rates of pay;

(b) hours worked per week; and

(c) annual and other leave
éntitlements?

leave

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) w {3} Senior citizens’ centres are

operated by voluntary organisations.

They are responsible for all industrial

mallters involving their staff. Particulars

are not known by the department.
SOLAR POWER

Research

79. The Hon. R. H. C. éTUBBS. to the Minister

77. The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the

Minister for Transport
Minister for Education:

representing  the

for Transport representing the Minister for
Fuel and Energy:

With rcference to the announcement
made by the Premicr, Sir Charles Court,
in June 1977, that funds would be
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allocated to set up a solar rescarch
instilute—

(a) has any decision been made as to
where it will be situated;

(b) if not, would the Government make
the goldfields the site of the
institute; and

what funds are to be allocated for
this purpose?

The Hon, D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(a) and (b) The Solar Energy Research
Institute is expected to be set up by the
end of this year.

It will include a small board of
management and an expert. advisory
council whose prime function will be to
award research grants in well selected
fields to existing instilutions, private
companies, and individuals and with
recearch facilities to the extent of funds

(<)

available.
The institute will not be situated as such
in one new or separale location.

Research will be carried out where
adequate facilities exist or perhaps can
be most economically added for the
selected projects.

The initial Government allocation to the
institute has been set by Cabinet at
$250 000.

{c)

COMMUNITY WELFARE
Regional Social Planning

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Transport representing the
Minister for Community Wellare:

(1) Has the Government studied the
proposal for ““The future of regional
sociat  planning and  community
development in W.A." prepared by the
five regional councils in Western
Australia?

(2) Has the Government decided to

continue the schemes as suggested in the
above proposal?

(3} Ifso—
{a) how is the scheme presently
organised and administered;
{b) what finance has been provided;
_and
{c) what is the source of the these
funds?

81.

82.
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The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:
(1) Yes, the Government has received and
reviewed the proposal dated November
9, 1976, for the continuation of regional
social planning and  community
development in  Western  Australia,
which was submitted by the 5 regional
councils.

The Government, as previously stated in
a Press release of May 7, 1977, has not
provided continued funding for the
regional councifs for social development.
Currently, none of the regional social
development councils is in existence,
although two remnants of locally based

(2)

organisations  stimulated by  the
Australian  Assistance  Plan  are
continuing.

(3) The Government is not continuing the
Australian Assistance  Plan or

implementing the recommendations of
the now extinct regional councils for
social development. 1t does, however,
believe in the principle of creating
regional. community advisory bodies.
The Government believes that this is
best achieved under jts model of regional
administration  and is'  currently
examining ways of increasing public
involvement at the regional level.

HOSPITAL
Norseman

The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS, to the Minister

for Transport representing the Minister for
Health:

With reference 1o the Norseman
hospital—
(a) what is the programme of

construction and renovation work
being carried out;

when is it expecied that the work
will be completed; and

what is the estimated cost of the
work?

The Han. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(a) Repairs, renovations,
rearrangement of services.

{(b) March, 1978.

{c) Contract price $293 375,

PROBATION AND PAROLE
Administration Cost
The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Leader of the Hause representing the Chief
Secretary: '

(b)
(c)

and internal
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{1) What is the estimaled annual cost of Cash Payments to Contractors 1976-77
keeping a prisoner? Abariginal Housing Houses under Construction

(2) What is the annual cost of a parolee or  at 30th June, 1976,
probationer under supervision?

Si leted inc.
(3) How many officers were employed for covt e, Payments

Number of  Conlracl cost adj. Paymenls

Town

g bt dein 197677
the supervision of parolees and Houses  Price “Hnaacial year.
prabationers at— s s

. ERLEY..s | 19 920 17 760
(a) the end of June, 1977; BRUNSWICK IR 1 17 193 Nit
{b) theend of June, 19747 g 'ﬁ ﬂ") ‘3;“'{39
o 53 104
Fhe Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied: 3 {%f :E;oio 2 5;%3
k) 4

& 30 L 3 i

¢ ) T 37 487 3795

(3) (a) 48 officers % 128 904
{b) 46 officers.

NORTH WEST
WYNDHAM........ | 36 829 1 298
|
UNEMPLOYMENT » 5350 202
Emergency Payments Houses Completed during the Year 1976-77
83. The Hon. GRACE VAUGHAN, to the Payments made
.. - No, of Contract 1976-77

Minister for Transport representing the Town oo Brice LN

Minister for Community Welfare: s Ty
In view of the Federal Government's :tgm\\; 2 45112 4 136
decision concerning the new format for GgraLDTO 2 44 789 44 393
the payment of unemployment benefits, ~GERALDTON ] 7 nus
would the Minister indicate what MEEKATHARRA. 4 195 240 201 775
further measures in the way of 12 39 414
emergency payments will be undertaken  NORTH WEST
by the Community Welfare Department  grooume s 204 986 200 388
to assist new unemployment ~ BROOME.. 4 166 697 171 773
beneficiaries 1o bridge the gap from HEDLAND.. ; 3:: ‘;’; 2;; 540
their last salary pay to their first full AGINE ..o ! o :i:
unemployment benefit pay which will be 18
a minimum period of five weeks? METRO.

The Hon. D. ). WORDSWORTH replied: ~ SARAARA-—m | 19402 1
This matter is currently under O OONDIEN, 123 548 0% 212
consideration by the departmem which 7 138 174
will report 1o the Minister for 1228 927.00 *

Community Welfare. Aboriginal Houses under Construction at

30th June, 1977

GERALDTON.,.... 2 54998 12 392
HOUSING MEEXATHARRA 2 85 500 22 080
" poshim 1 Be M,
Aborigines WILLIAMS 2 50 $28 51 224
84. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister ~ DER®Y ¢ me o 47
for Transport representing the Minister for 14
Housing: Cash Payments to Contractors in Aboriginal
Will the Minister advise the actual cash ~ Housing 1976-77
paymenis made by the State Housing SUMMARY $
Comrlmlssnon for lhed COI'I%U’U(I::.IOI‘I ol’ IIJgn_jiés_’gndcr Construction 10.6.76 paymenis made 50 2
T s ot et e ereeos st oo s et 350 202
Abonglnal hIOI.lSCS an /Ol' wellings In Units completed during yeor paymenis made 1976-77., 1 228 827
the metropolitan area, and cach of the Units under Construction 10.6.77 payments made
country towns, during the year 1976-777 97677 \ 130: ol
The Hon. D.J. WORDSWORTH replwd: Abariginal Housing Buy:Ins 1976-77 (12 Mtro. area). 206 590

The short answer is “*Yes”, ) 89S 566
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1976-77
Aboriginal Village Expenditure—Aciual Cash
Expenditure $
One Arm Point — 360 424
Looma —_ 249 465
Jigalong — 1 788
Cosmo-Newbery — 187 409
Fitzroy Crossing — 910 458
L 709 544
Urban
Spending — | 895 566
Village
Spending — 1 709 544
3605110
State—Funds 1976-77—actual payments made to
30.6.77 both commenced within the 1976-77
financial year.
5
Collie (8 pensioner units)— 18 380.00
Saunders Street, Middle Swan
(4 houses) — 46 806.00
65 186.00

85. The

LAND RATES AND TAXES
Committee of Inquiry

Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, 1o the Leader

of the House representing the Treasurer:

The

{23)

Further to my question of the 10th
November, 1976—"What action has the
Government taken to implement the 37
recommendations of the Commitiee of
inquiry into Rates and Taxes attached
to Land Valuation and conlained in the
Commitiee's report dated the (2th
August, 19757"—and the Ministec’s
reply of the same day—"Advice has
been obtained from the authoritics
affected by the recommendations and
the -replies from these authorities,
together with the rccommendations in
the report, are being considered by
Cabinet.”"—will the Minister now
inform me of the decision reached by
Cabinet on the recommendations?

Hor. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

Some of the matters are still under
consideration, including one involving
possible legislation this session.

I shall advise the honourable member
the result of Cabinct’s further
consideration, in due course, which
should be within two or threc weeks.

86.
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PENSIONER CONCESSIONS

Motor Vehicle and Drivers’ Licence Fees

The

Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister

for Transport representing the Minister for
Community Welfare:

(1)

(2)
(3)

The
n

In view of—

(a) the opinion of the Commiuee for
Enquiry into Pensioner Concessions
and Benefits “that compulsory
charges assaciated with motor
vehicle ownership imposes real
hardship on the pensioner,” and the
Commitice's recommendations—

(i) the State Government allow a
rebate of 25 per cent on motor

vehicle  registration fees
(excluding third party fee) for
all pensioners eligible for

fringe benefits and concessions
(limited 1o sole owners and one
car per couple or family);

the State Government allow a
reduction of 50 per cent on
corresponding motor  vehicle
drivers’ licence (ee;

(i)

(b) 1the fact that generous concessions
are available to pensioners in other
States; and

the fact that the report was brought
down {wo years ago;

what action has the Government taken,
or does it contemplate, to implement
these recommendations?

If the answer is “None” what are the
reasons for this decision?

What is the estimated
implementing the proposals?
Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH rcplicd:

and (2) Last year, thec Government
increased the concession for invalid and
physically handicapped pensioners and
this measure enabled more people (0
qualify for the 100% or 50% concession
in vchicle licence fees, depending upon
their income.

It will be noted that under the Road
Traffic Act Amendment Bill now beflore
Parliament, there are increased cligible
pensioners concessions and that they are
greater than recommended by the
commitiee as there will be a $4.00
concession on a $7.00 licence.

The recommendations quoted arc only
two of several concessions recommended

(<)

cost of
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by the committee, some of which have
been implemented progressively in the
1wo years since the report was brought
down.

In respect to vehicle licence fees, an
estimated additional cost of $255 000
over and above present concessions
would result.,

In the case of motor drivers' licences,
the present concession of 40% costs
$42 436. The proposed concession when
motor drivers’ licence fees are increased
will be 57.14% and will cost $84 872.

PENSIONER CONCESSIONS
Federal Attitude

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister
for Transport representing the Minister for
Community Welfare:

With reference to the Report of the
Committee of Enquiry into Pensioner
Concessions and Benefits, and the 17
recommendations on pages 91 and 92
which involved the Federal
Governmenl—

{1} When were these recommendations
communicated to the Federal
Government?

(2} When were replies received?

(3} What was the attitude of the
Federal Government to each of the
recommendations?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) On 28th August, 1975, to Mr Whitlam
and again on 26th January, 1976, to Mr
Fraser.

(3)

(2) On 3rd November, 1975, from Mr
Whitlam and on 13th March, 1976,
from Mr Fraser.

(3) The Federal Government did not

indicate its attitude on each of the
recommendations, but indicated that the
whole report would be taken into
account during the income security
review.

MEALS ON WHEELS
Drivers

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, 10 the Minister
for Transport representing the Minister for
Community Welfare:

(1) Arc voluntary drivers for “Meals on
Wheels” paid any petrol allowance?

{2) If the answer to (1) is “No”, in view
of—

89.

90.

(a) the fact that many of the drivers
are pensioners with limited means;

(b) the imminent increase in petrol

prices as a result of the Federal

Budget; and

the problem this could pose to the

“Meals on Wheels' service;

will the Government
introducing such an allowance?

The Hon. D. ). WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) The City of Stirling offers a subsidy to
volunteer drivers, but this is claimed
only by a small percentage of drivers

(2) As Meals on Wheels is an area which is
supported by the Commonwealth, it is
not intended that the State enter the
field.

()

consider

POLICE
Domestic Assaults

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Leader
of the House representing the Minister for
Police:

(1) Are statistics kept by the Police
Department on domestic assault?

If 50, will the Minister inform the House
what percentage of the charges listed in
the Police Department Report for 1976,
under the following headings, were
related to violence against a wife by her
husband or de facto husband—

(a) murder;

(b) attempted murder;

(c) manslaughter; and

(d) serious assault—

If the answers to (1) and (2) are “No”
will he take steps to have this
information incorporated in future
reports of the department?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) No.
(2} A search of police records shows—
(a) 3 offences or 23 per cent;
(b) nil;
{c) nil;
(d) 19 offences or 6 per cent.

2

(3)

(3) It would be impractical to maintain
statistics in reference to all assaults.
ELECTORAL
Rolls

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Leader
of the House representing the Chief
Secretary:



{Thursday, 18th August, 1977] 707

Which States have a common roll for
both Federal and State elections?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

New South Wales, South Australia,
Tasmania, Yictoria.

PENSIONER CONCESSIONS
Bus Transport

91. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister

for Transport:

(1) What is the reason for forcing
pensioners to complete their return
journey within a two hour period to
qualify for the ten cents concession fare,
or be penalised by the payment of an
additional charge?

{2} As this restriction is presenting
unnecessary inconvenience and worry 10
pensioners who may wish to visit
relatives or friends in distant suburbs,
will the Minister have it removed and
allow them to travel at times to suit
themselves?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) and (2) There is nothing forcing
pensioners to complete a return journey
within a two hour period just as there is
nothing forcing a full paying passenger
to complete a journey within the same
two hour period.

However, if a passenger, whether a
pensioner or paying full fare, can
complete the purpose of his journey and
board a returning bus within two hours
he escapes the necessity for paying for
that return journey by taking advantage
of the transfer provisions.

The original intention of these transfer
pravisions was to enable passengers to
complete a given journey on two buses
or other modes of public transport
without paying a full fare on each.

The concession granted to pensioners is
that they shall pay 10 cents where the
full paying passenger pays 40 cents.

WUNDOWIE CHARCOAL JRON AND

STEEL WORKS

Retrenchments

92. The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister

for Transport representing the Minister for
Industrial Development:

(1) How many people have been retrenched
from the Wundowie Charcoal Iron and
Steel Works during the financial year
1976-777

(2) What alternative employment was
provided for them be cither the State
Government or Agnew Clough Lid?

~ {3) What financial assistance has been given

to Agnew Clough Ltd by the State
Government since the works were sold to
that company in 19747

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

(1) Twenty six persons were retrenched
from the Wundowie Charcoal Iron and
Steel Works during financial year 1976-
77.

(2) Agnew Clough Ltd. collaborated with
State and Commonwealth authorities in
examining  alternative. employment
opportunities which were very limited.
Agnew Clough in fact offered
alternative employment 1o one employee
who declined.

(3) The industry was sold to Agnew Clough
Ltd. on the Ist January, 1975. As
provided in clause 15 of the sale
agreement Act the rail freight previously
granied to the Wundowie Charcoal Iron
and Steel Works Industry was offered to
the company.

QUESTION WITHOUT NOTICE
HIGH SCHOOL

Hampton

The Hon. LYLA ELLIOTT, to the Minister
for Transport representing the Minister for
Education:

Further to my question of yesterday
concerning the dangerous condition of
the windows at Hampton Senior High
School and my further request for
information as (o when a report could be
expeciled, is the Minister now in a
position to answer this question?

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH replied:

A report on the windows at Hampton
Senior High School has been received
and action has been initiated. However,
the repair programme for the non-
operational windows—presumably there
were two different types of windows
concerned—has not proved entirely
satislaciory and alternative pracedures
for total replacement are now being
assessed.



